‘IT regulatory authbﬁty in

the works’

400 police stations in Sindh to be computerised; tracking devices to be installed in 300 police mobiles

CHK e-slips reveal anomaly in
outpatients count

By Imtiaz Ali
Karachi

The Sindh government is consid-
ering establishing a regulatory
authority to deal with eyber
crimes and other related issues,
Information Technology (TT) De-
partment Director General (DG)
Mohammed Yusuf told Sindh As-
sembly’s Standing Committee on
IT on Tuesday.

The IT DG, responding to
Standing Committee Chairman
Mohammed Adil Khare said that
his department would also look
into the growing trend of in-
stalling mobile towers on resi-
dential apartments and densely
populated areas.

Khan observed that mobile
towers were being installed with-
out following the prescribe
rules, and said that GSM tech-
nology was injurious to health.
He regretted that the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA)
has still not given sufficient at-
tention to “technical environ-
ment” by merely defining pollu-

tion as the smoke emanating

By our correspondent
Karachi

Sindh Assembly's Standing Committee on
Information Technology on Tuesday was in-
formed that the Civil Hospital Karachi's
{CHK) E-slip project, launched by the Infor-
mation Technology (IT) Department of
Sindh government for outpatients, has re-
vealed anomalies in the number of outpa-
tients and given rise to doubts that
medicine supplies were being misused.

IT Department Director General Mo-
hammed Yousuf said that under the Hospi-
tal Management Information System’ the
e-slip project was introduced at the CHK.
“OM a daily basis it showed that around
2500 putpatients visited the hospital. How-
ever, through manual slips, it was found
that around 7,000 outpatients visited the
hospital daily. This triggered a hue and cry

from industries,

said that they had recommended maobile towers.
to the federal government that

“some powers” should be given
An IT Department official tothe IT Department to regulate

Yusuf also told the committes

and certain elements demanded an end to
the e-slip project,” he explained. He said
that it prompted the Medical Superinten-
dent CHK Professor Saeed Quraishy to con-
duct an inquiry into the matter and it was
proven that thousands of slips were being
given to unknown persons on a daily basis.

Meanwhile, in a telephonic conversation
with The News, Prof Quraishy said that it
was true that there were anomalies in num-
ber of outpatients and people might have
been getting medicines from the hospital.
“However, the number of outpatients is
4,000 daily,” he added.

He further said that some slips were still
being given manually as the computeriza-
tion project has not been completed. He
sdaid under the computerization scheme,
there would be no need of films of X-rays
and CT scan and it would result in saving of
around Rs32 lakh.

that they “intend” to computerize
over 400 police stations in Sindh,
including 105 in Karachi. When
the chairman observed that the

pecple were facing problems as
the police did not maintain suffi-
cient records, particularly of
FIRs, the DG said that they were
also planning to develop soft-
ware for FIR registration.

He said that under the e-
policing scheme, they have
made 15" Madadgar of the po-
lice department fully computer-
ized.Besides, he said, tracking
devices would be installed in
300 police mobiles to identity
their location, he added. He said
that the project of computerizing
driving licences has also been
completed, which would hope-
fully be launched within 10 to 15
days at the Driving Licence
Branch in Clifton and Naz-
imabad. He zaid that they have
set up a centre for traffic man-
agement and have installed
around 200 cameras at 40 spots
in the city.

The IT NG said that around
200 acres of land has been re-
served for developing IT City on
Super Highway where foreign di-
rect investment would be invited
to generate revenue. Besides, he

added, they have planned to col-
lect data of 4,50,000 employees
of Sindh govermment, which
would cost Rs 17 million. Ac-
cording to him, an office has
also been established at Services
and General Administration De-
partment for this purpose,

To a question by MPA Zareen
Majeed, the IT DG said that so
far only five departments of
Sindh government - Health, Fi-
nance, Education, Planning and
Development, and Services and
General Administration - have
been utilizing e-government pro-
ject. He said that they have sent
a letter to all departments for
their computerization but regret-
tably they have not received pos-
itive response so far

To a question by Naheed
Begum MPA about e-govern-
ment for Sukkur where the
scheme for computerizing domi-
cile and PRC (permanent resi-
dential certificate) has become
“non-functional”, the IT DG said
that it was the responsibility of
the DCO and EDOs concerned
to make it funetional.



